
 

 

 

         

 
 

 

KARANGASEM DECLARATION 

 

“SUPPORTING HISTORIC URBAN CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES  
IN EMERGING COUNTRIES IN ASIA”  

 
The Karangasem Symposium has been fruitful in exchanging ideas and experiences from developed 

and developing countries. The delegates from 13 countries share the view that heritage is very 

important basis for world peace and harmony. Heritage should be managed through goodwill, 

understanding and respect, with the commitment to the safeguarding of cross culture diversity and 

hybridity, including the position of minorities.. Heritage could promote peace and harmony if there is 

social and economic justice without discrimination. 

 

Respecting the principles agreed in Penang Symposium 2013, we need to strengthen our network to 
be able to support heritage conservation activities in Asia region. Delegates from 13 countries have 
reached a basic agreement as follows: 
 
1. We should respect every cultural identity of each cultural group in view of the fluidity of culture and 

the richness of our shared history and heritage. The peoples of the Asian countries are closely 
related geographically and culturally. These factors have the powerful potential to create a 
harmonious Asian community. 

 
2. We should see heritage as a tool to prepare for a better future. Heritage can strengthen our 

identities and take people even deeper to their roots, in natural and spiritual meaning. Our rural 
and urban heritage are both important. Hence, conservation should be comprehensive and multi-
dimensional, covering also the tangible, intangible, as well as natural heritage. 

 
3. We should acknowledge new and emerging threats towards urban and rural heritage conservation 

activities especially the effects of climate change, terrorism, social and natural disasters. Mitigation 
methods and measures should be discussed and developed. 

 
4. We should make the network stronger. To be sustainable, heritage organizations should think as 

professional bodies or social entrepreneurs. Through this network, we will endeavor to help, inspire 
and learn from each other in the way we handle and solve our respective cultural and heritage 
issues. We also need to align and complement our respective programs and agendas. 

 
5. We should join hands to maintain and conserve our heritage by carefully, thoughtfully and 

innovatively managing change. The challenges include developing awareness and promoting 
heritage conservation to the public. Special attention should be paid to the education of children 
from a young age to foster a better and deeper understanding of each other’s culture as well as 
closer inter-cultural relations. 

 
6. We welcome multi-cultural and international collaborations. Even though each urban and rural area 

has particular background and activities, many of them have the similar issues. These may include 
fundraising, economic development, community participation, support of public administration, 
social justice, tourism management, adaptation of modern technology to the promotion of heritage, 
and so forth. We can learn from experiences of the other groups beyond national borders. 
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